the  cause  of his   friend,   ana  ne ootamea  irom Marinas a promise that no action would be taken until   the   bishops   had   communicated   with   the emperor on the matter.   The promise was broken, and Marcellinus and his brother were executed in prison   soon   afterwards.     Augustine's   behaviour on the occasion is not so clear as one would wish; perhaps the kindest interpretation is that he left Carthage in pious indignation at the duplicity of the officials.     The   churches  were,  he   says   in   a letter  to   Caecilianus,   filled   with   fugitive   rebels who were protected for  the  time by  the law  of sanctuary,   but   sought   Augustine's   intercession for the   settlement of their causes.    Yet   he   left Carthage  hurriedly   and   secretly,  as  soon   as  he heard of the execution of Marcellinus.     He can only explain  to   Csecilianus  that,  as he  dare  not face Marinus and £ rebuke him as he deserved,' he thought he had better leave the scene altogether.